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We’ve been saying it for months.  
Our future is so bright.  
And, gratefully, so is our past.  
 
For 18 months, we’ve worked and grown at Casa Azafrán, our global 
initiative and nonprofit collaborative at 2195 Nolensville Pike. As our role as 
lead partner {and landlord} has expanded our skills and responsibilities, 
exciting opportunities assure us that our vision of Casa Azafrán being a 
center of advocacy, arts, learning, gathering, community building and 
neighborhood pride is taking root. Our past, present and future showcase 
a legacy of programs and events that are both established and innovative, 
refined and refreshed.   
As Conexión Américas’ existing programs deepen our connection to our 
community and as new ventures deepen our ambition to be versatile, we 
know we owe our 12 years of success to the strength of our relationships 
with the families who knock on our door to pursue their dreams to learn 
English, buy a house, start a business and see their children succeed in 
school.  
Again, and again, we hear from families who are new to Nashville that 
when they need assistance learning their way in their new home, often two 
words point them toward peace: Conexión Américas.   
These stories fuel our sense of urgency to keep bringing attention, and 
change, to issues relevant to Latino and immigrant families. 
This past fiscal year we celebrated as a bipartisan immigration reform bill 
passed in the U.S. Senate with leadership and support from our senators. 
{Gracias, again, Senators Bob Corker and Lamar Alexander!} But later, with 
dismay and frustration, we saw the bill stalled in the House of 
Representatives.  
Despite this setback, we celebrate signs of change. Locally, we are working 
with Republicans and Democrats to open the doors of higher education for 
immigrant students in the next Tennessee General Assembly. It’s good for 
the hard working students who aspire to become social workers, architects 
and engineers. And it's good for Tennessee’s economic prosperity. 
While our vision of a state, and country, that represents, protects and 
accepts all Americans – those native and those new – seems clouded with 
hostility, we pledge to stay the course and keep exemplifying the truth that 
immigrants build, boost and benefit our state and our nation.   
We thank you for accompanying us on this journey as we grow and rise 
together. Gracias for your support this past year! 
  !!
 
Renata Soto 
Executive Director 
!
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66  
mentors 

66 adults improved their 
conversational English and 

Spanish through one-on-one 
mentoring 

{Conversemos Language 
Exchange Program} 

120  
learners 

120 adult learners — including 
Spanish, Kurdish and Arabic 
speakers — improved their 

English-language skills through 
weekly classroom instruction  

{English Language 
Program}

11  
grassroots  

leaders 
11 immigrant parents 

volunteered to mentor other 
parents on how the U.S. school 

system works.  
{See Civic Integration, page 6} 

215  
parents 

215 Latino parents learned 
about the U.S. school system, 

child development, and how to 
be partners and advocates for 
their child’s long-term success 

 in school. !
REACHING !
537  

children 
from pre-k to high school age

When José and Flor Hernández’s work 
schedule conflicted with the Padres 
Comprometidos workshops, they talked to 
their boss for special permission to adjust 
their work hours. They did not want to 
miss lessons, or the graduation, so they 
decided that Flor would work early in the 
morning and José would work later so he 
could also attend the workshops.  

José accomplished his goal as a father 
and taught Jaime, their pre-schooler, and 
all of us a great lesson: honor your 
priorities and speak up for what you value.

!
José Hernández  
making it a  
priority 

social integration
Language 
Skills

family school 
engagement 
{padres comprometidos/ 
parents as partners}

2 youth  
development 
{escalera: steps to success}

31

37  
trailblazers 

37 seniors at Glencliff High School 
will be the first in their families to 

attend college. 
 

Who are the kids we’re  
ushering to college?  

They are the inaugural class of 
Escalera {ladders}, an intensive after-
school program for first generation 

college applicants.  
They are from Mexico, Burma, 
Vietnam, Egypt and Somalia.  

Our students dream big.  
They work hard.  

They are trailblazers. 

Meet one of them 

!
 !
!
!
!
!

!
!
Nereida Ortega  
If you could go anywhere in the world… 
Mexico. My grandparents are really sick 
and I would love to see them before their 
illnesses get worse.  

What’s your favorite song?  
It changes every other week, but one of 
my all-time favorites would have to be 
“So Happy Together” by The Turtles. I 
know all the lyrics and have dance moves 
to go with each one.
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economic integration
tax paying homeownership 

{puertas abiertas/open 
doors program}

21

250  
workers 

250 Latino workers increased 
their understanding of the U.S. 

tax system and of their tax rights 
and responsibilities through 

workshops conducted 
throughout Middle Tennessee. 

{Taxpayer Education & 
Outreach Program} 

320  
taxpayers 

320 Latino taxpayers completed 
and filed their tax return.  

{Taxpayer preparation 
service / vita}

Juan Mondragón  
paying our way   !
Juan, like many aspiring Americans, was brought to the U.S. when he was 
very young. Thanks to the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
program, Juan and thousands of undocumented youth got the chance to 
obtain a temporary work permit. This past tax season, Juan came to 
Conexión Américas for help to file, proudly, his first-ever tax return.  

Juan makes us say it again: our future’s so bright!   

7  
new  

homeowners 
7 Latino families achieved the  

dream of homeownership. 

22  
aspiring 

homeowners 

22 families identified the  
specific steps and action plan 
needed in order to be able to 

buy a home. 
{Front Door - Individualized 

Financial Counseling} 

80  

future  
borrowers 

 

80 aspiring homeowners 
increased their understanding 

about the home-buying 
process, fair lending and family 

finance. 
 {Homebuyers Workshops}
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CONEXION AMERICAS’  
FAMILIES AT A GLANCE 

Homeownership Program and the 
Effect of the Recession: 
New Homeowners per Year

LOOKING AHEAD 

We are seeing increased interest 
and enrollment in homebuyers 
workshops, which is a sign of 

economic recovery, even if slow. 
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entrepreneurship 
{negocio próspero /  
prosperous business course}

70  
entrepreneurs 

70 Latino small business owners 
and aspiring entrepreneurs 

completed our nine-week business 
course and increased their skills 
and tools to start, manage and 

grow a small enterprise.  

4  
new or expanded 

businesses 
4 graduates launched or grew their 

businesses and are dedicated to 
them full time. 

6  
new jobs 

4 full-time jobs and 2 part-time 
jobs were created by our 

graduates and their businesses. 

{mesa komal commercial kitchen &  
culinary incubator}

1  
commercial kitchen 
Food truck owners, caterers, retail 
market chefs and other budding 

cooks share a licensed and 
affordable commercial kitchen, 
have access to industry specific 
technical assistance, and jointly 

create a supportive community of 
food entrepreneurs.   

14  
food entrepreneurs 

14 food entrepreneurs launched or 
grew their businesses in our 

commercial kitchen.  

14  
new jobs 

11 new full-time and 3 part-time 
jobs were created by food 

businesses in our commercial 
kitchen.

Magdalena Collazo 
Negocio Próspero graduate (fall 2013) and owner of “Magdalena’s Creations” 

How did you start your business?  

“My passion for design began at age 10. I was inspired by my mom who 
knows a lot of this art. And it was expressed by knitting hats, bags and 
headbands. Magdalena’s Creations opened four years ago. At the beginning 
I was designing only scarves and clothes to dress “Baby Jesus” dolls. But only 
in late 2013 I decided to take this passion seriously and take it as it is: an 
enterprise that people should know about and buy from. 

The name of the business was a brainstorm of the whole family.  They are my 
best critics. Magdalena’s Creations came easy when my family stressed that I 
am the foundation of this business. I am the artist and the hard worker that 
comes home after working all day to knit until late night. I am the creative 
mind but they are the ones telling me what is good or not!” 

What challenges have you experienced?  

“My life in the USA has been full of ups and downs. I initially moved to New 
York City where I opened a beauty salon. I am a natural business woman. The business started great and with a lot 
of success. Unfortunately, I had to close it due to legal issues with registration and other local law matters. I 
needed so much assistance regarding paperwork and law. There was no Conexión Américas there for me!” 

3
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grassroots 
leadership 
{family school 
engagement program}

arts and cultural 
engagement21

civic integration

23  
art-focused 
experiences 

That’s an average of two per month!  !
Feeling at home in a new city is often 

inspired by moments that make us feel 
seen, heard and connected. For us, arts 
and cultural engagement events create 
opportunities for immigrant families to 
expand their appreciation of what our 

city has to offer and experience the thrill 
of seeing themselves represented on 

screens, books, stages and gallery walls. 
 The past year’s art and cultural events 
have transformed Casa Azafrán from a 
nonprofit collaborative into a place for 

puppet shows, book fairs, dance parties, 
art exhibits, film screenings, plays, art 
workshops and more.  Nearly every 

month, in our corridor, courtyard and 
Flatrock Hall we witness the power of 

creativity: The sound of laughter, 
applause and conversation confirms our 
mission to be enjoyed as a stimulating 

space for people of all cultures 
encountering each other.

11  
grassroots 

leaders 
11 Latino immigrant 

parents developed and 
nurtured their own 

leadership and advocacy 
skills.  

820  
volunteer hours 
Together, these immigrant 
parents contributed 820 

volunteer hours to: 
1) Mentor other parents on 
how the U.S. school system 

works;  
2) Facilitate the parent 

engagement program’s  
9-week interactive 

workshop series in various 
schools, and  

3) Serve as inspiring role 
models to other immigrant 

parents

{MY ROOTS  
youth art project}

375  
students 

125  
parents 

375 students, ranging in 
ages from 5 to 18, and 

their parents explored and 
reflected on issues of 

identity and cultural legacy 
and collectively created 

works of art.

Gracias, art and cultural partners, for making Casa Azafrán your home this past year! !
Belcourt Theater, Frist Center for the Visual Arts, Global Education Center, Humanities Tennessee,  

Metro Arts Commission, Nashville Ballet, Nashville Opera, Nashville Public Library, Nashville Public Television,  
Nashville Symphony, Prado Studio, Tennessee Women's Theatre Project, Tennessee Arts Commission, 

The Center for Latin American Studies at Vanderbilt



!

110	  
food lovers came to our Mesa Komal 
commercial kitchen for Mezcla, Mix & 

Master, our popular monthly 
international cooking classes.  

Guests learned to prepare dishes from 
countries such as Argentina, Barbados, 

Brazil, Sri Lanka and South Africa.  

170	  	  
events hosted at  

Casa Azafrán

21,835  
Latino individuals throughout Middle 
Tennessee saw us at soccer games, 

festivals, health fairs, schools and other 
community events. They learned about 

our programs and about the rules of 
the game, including the dangers of 

drinking and driving through our 
¿Manejar Borracho? ¡No Seas Tonto 

Muchacho! campaign. 

62	  
volunteers helped make our 

programs possible   
{including our dear amigas, 

Ellen Tighe and  
Mercedes Almaraz}

countless	  
oohs, ahhs and wows  

about  
Casa Azafrán!

5,012	  	  
people visited Casa Azafrán for 

networking mixers, puppet shows, 
StoryCorps recordings, art 

openings, meetings, a holiday 
bazaar and family celebrations.

community 
reach 

thousands	  
of radio listeners throughout  

Middle Tennessee every week thanks 
to generous in-kind support from 

 El Jefe 96.7 FM 
Gracias!
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Elia Pérez {center}  
Young, Mature and Honestly Raw Voice 
Elia Pérez was the First Place winner of the 2013 Essay Contest for Young Latino Writers, which Conexión Américas hosts as part of 
the annual Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration. Elia was a senior at Hume-Fogg Academic Magnet High School last September 
when she won the contest. A judge called Elia’s essay “dark, sophisticated, poetic and literary” — all at the same time. Her essay was 
mature and honestly raw in describing the daily realities of Latinos in Nashville. 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School Facility Management 
SKANSKA 
Second Presbyterian Church 
Southwest Airlines 
State Farm Insurance 
United Healthcare 
Vanderbilt University 
Zycron  !
Foundations 

Baptist Healing Trust  
The Bridgestone Americas Trust Fund 
The Community Foundation of Middle 
Tennessee 
The Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation 
The Dorothy Cate & Thomas F. Frist 
Foundation 
The Frist Foundation 
The HCA Foundation 
The Joe C. Davis Foundation 
The Justin and Valere Blair Potter 
Foundation  
The Mary Reynolds Babcock 
Foundation | NALCAB 
The Memorial Foundation 
The Scarlett Family Foundation 
United Way of Metropolitan Nashville

Corporations 

AT&T 
Avenue Bank 
Bass, Berry & Sims PLC 
Belmont University 
Bone McAllester Norton PLLC  
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP 
Caterpillar Financial Services 
Comcast | NCLR 
Cracker Barrel 
Dollar General 
Earnhardt Films 
Emma 
Fifth Third Bank 
First Tennessee 
HCA/TriStar 
JP Morgan Chase 
LiUNA! Southeast Laborers District 
Council 
Louisiana Pacific 
Metro Nashville Airport Authority 
Nashville Convention & Visitors 
Bureau 
Nashville Electric Service 
NISSAN 
Pinnacle Financial Partners 
Regions Bank

Government Agencies 

Metropolitan Government of 
Nashville and Davidson County 
Metropolitan Nashville Arts 
Commission 
Tennessee Arts Commission 
Tennessee Governor’s Highway 
Safety Office 
U.S. Department of Commerce | 
Economic Development 
Administration 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services | Community 
Economic Development

gracias

Accolades we received this past fiscal year 

“Casa Azafrán should be 
an example across the 
country on ‘smart 
building and design’ 
meets ‘economic and 
cultural investment’ 
through public/private 
partnerships.  

Urban Land Institute Nashville ”

for your financial support in 2013-2014!

For detailed financial information, 
please see our profile at 
GivingMatters:  
http://bit.ly/1yFyrdR 

Best New Resource for  
Culinary Startups       
Nashville Scene, October 2013

Nashvillian of the Year 
Nashville Scene 
November 2013

Excellence in Development 
Urban Land Institute,  
May 2014

http://kitchen.conexionamericas.org/bestof2013/
http://www.nashvillescene.com/nashville/renata-soto-the-driving-force-behind-casa-azafrn-helps-nashvilles-diverse-communities-converge/Content?oid=3977384
http://vimeo.com/96627616
http://bit.ly/1yFyrdR
http://www.nashvillescene.com/nashville/renata-soto-the-driving-force-behind-casa-azafrn-helps-nashvilles-diverse-communities-converge/Content?oid=3977384
http://bit.ly/1yFyrdR
http://vimeo.com/96627616
http://kitchen.conexionamericas.org/bestof2013/


A very special gracias to 
our extended team of 
partners with whom we 
are proud to share Casa 
Azafrán and a vision for 
a welcoming Nashville 

Casa Azafrán  
Resident Partners 

American Center for Outreach 
American Muslim Advisory 
Council  
Family and Children’s Service  
Financial Empowerment Center 
The Global Education Center  
Justice for Our Neighbors of 
Tennessee  
Tennessee Immigrant and 
Refugee Rights Coalition  
United Neighborhood Health 
Services 

Staff team 

Alejandra Chavez 
Office Manager 
(615) 320-5152 
Ale@conamericas.com 
Laura Delgado 
Family Engagement Manager  
(615) 835-2518 
Laura@conamericas.com 
Cecilia Gómez 
Outreach Coordinator 
(615) 835-2517 
Cecilia@conamericas.com 
José González 
Co-Founder and Finance Director  
(615) 835-2501 
Jose@conamericas.com 
Kara Beth Holzer 
Director of Communications & Marketing 
(615) 835-2505 
(615) 681-0122 | mobile  
Kara.Holzer@conamericas.com 
Tara Lentz 
Programs Director 
(615) 835-2502 
Tara@conamericas.com 
Myrna Marshall  
Receptionist/Administrative Assistant 
(615) 320-5152 
Esther Rosa Martinez  
Culinary Incubator Manager 
(615) 835-2509 
esther@conamericas.com 
Denise Rocha  
Youth Development Manager 
(615) 320-5152 
Denise@conamericas.com 
Elena Rosario 
Belle H. Bennett Fellow  
Conversemos, Escalera & English as a Second 
Language 
(615) 320-5152 
Elena@conamericas.com 
Martha Silva 
Economic Integration Director 
(615) 835-2504 
Martha.Silva@conamericas.com 
Renata Soto 
Co-Founder and Executive Director 
(615) 835-2500 
Renata@conamericas.com 
Cara Sweeney Ince 
Director of Resource Development  
(615) 835-2506 
Cara@conamericas.com 
Tasneem Grace Tewogbola  
Cultural Engagement and Events Coordinator  
for Casa Azafrán 
(615) 835-2507 
Tasneem@conamericas.com 
Martha Zamudio 
Economic Integration Specialist 
(615) 835-2503 
Martha@conamericas.com 
Conversemos Intern 
Conversemos! Language Exchange 
(615) 835-2511 
conversemos@conamericas.com

Volunteers 
Antioch High School  
Spanish Club 
Mercedes Almaráz 
Morgan Andrews 
Angela Bacaling 
Natalie Borrowman 
Ana Bertha Carmona 
Martha Chapman 
David Cook 
Barbara Devaney 
Madeline Embrey 
Juan Escarfuller 
Rebecca Fischer 
Lucy García  
Alma Rosa González 
Andrés González 
Amber Green & the students 
at Liberty Collegiate Academy 
Harpeth Hall Spanish Students 
Natalie Hennessy 
Stephanie Holguin 
Mekayle Houghton  
Mariana Imbert 
Natalia Johnson 
Adriana de León 
Carol Marrero 
Jess Martin  
Michael Naguib 
Liceet Pena 
Samantha Pérez 
Lisa Quigley 
Gregg Ramos 
Santiago Ramírez 
Uliana Rezkalla 
Marisol Romero 
Second Presbyterian Church 
Jr. High Youth Group 
Vidisha Singh 
Ra’Nisha Spence  
Marisol Suarez 
Ellen Tighe 
Lupe Villagomez 
Elisabeth Volkamer 
Emily Warren 
Kaki Friskics-Warren  
Carolyn Wright  
Sara Wright-Pupo 
And many others!

the team 
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http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/laura-delgado/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/cecilia-gomez/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/jose-gonzalez/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/carrie-ferguson-weir/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/tara-lentz/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/myrna-marshall/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/martha-silva/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/renata-soto/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/cara-sweeney/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/tasneem-grace-tewogbola/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/martha-zamudio/
mailto:conversemos@conamericas.com
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/laura-delgado/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/cecilia-gomez/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/jose-gonzalez/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/carrie-ferguson-weir/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/tara-lentz/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/myrna-marshall/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/martha-silva/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/renata-soto/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/cara-sweeney/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/tasneem-grace-tewogbola/
http://www.conexionamericas.org/who-we-are/staff/martha-zamudio/
mailto:conversemos@conamericas.com


Our Mission 

Conexión Américas is dedicated to helping Latino families realize their aspirations for social and 
economic advancement by promoting their integration into the Middle Tennessee community 
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at Casa Azafrán  
2195 Nolensville Pike | Nashville, TN 37211 

(615) 320-5152 | En Español (615) 269-6900  

ConexionAmericas.org 

facebook.com/ConexionAmericas  

twitter.com/conexion_tn 

youtube.com/user/conexionamericas 
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